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Whether Public Statements Regarding Iraq by U.S. Government Officials Were
Substantiated by Intelligence Information

I. Scope and Methodology

(U) This report’s scope, as agreed to unanimously by the Committee on February 12, 2004, is to
assess “whether public statements and reports and testimony regarding Iraq by U.S. Government
officials made between the Gulf War period and the commencement of Operation Iraqi Freedom
were substantiated by intelligence information.””

(U) In order to complete this task, the Committee decided to concentrate its analysis on the
statements that were central to the nation’s decision to go to war. Specifically, the Committee
chose to review five major policy speeches by key Administration officials regarding the threats
posed by Iraq, Iraqi weapons of mass destruction programs, Iraqi ties to terrorist groups, and
possible consequences of a US invasion of Iraq. These include:

e Vice President Richard Cheney, Speech in Tennessee to the Veterans of Foreign Wars
National Convention, August 26, 2002.%

e President George W. Bush, Statement before the United Nations General Assembly,
September 12, 2002.°

e President George W. Bush, Speech in Cincinnati, October 7, 2002.*

e President George W. Bush, State of the Union address, January 28, 2003.°

. Secretarg/ of State Colin Powell, Speech to the United Nations Security Council, February
5,2003.

(U) These speeches are the best representations of how the Bush Administration communicated
intelligence analysis to the Congress, the American people, and the international community.
They are also fairly comprehensive in scope, so evaluations about whether a particular statement
in a speech was substantiated can be extrapolated to cover similar statements made at similar
times. The Committee believes that these speeches would have been subject to careful review
inside the White House and most were also reviewed by the intelligence community. (The
drafting processes for the Secretary of State’s speech to the Security Council, and portions of the

! Senate Select Committee on Intelligence Press Release, “Chairman Roberts and Vice Chairman Rockefeller Issue
Statement on Intelligence Committee’s Review of Pre-War Intelligence in Iraq,” February 12, 2004.

2 Transcript available at http://www.whitehouse.gov.news/releases/2002/08/20020826.html, last visited March 21,
2008.

3 Transcript available at http:/www.whitehouse.gov.news/releases/2002/09/20020912-1.html, last visited March 21,
2008.

4 Transcript available at http://www.whitehouse.gov.news/releases/2002/10/20021007-8 html, last visited March 21,
2008.

* Transcript available at http://www.whitehouse.gov.news/releases/2003/01/20030128-19.htmi, last visited March
21, 2008.

§ Transcript available at http://www.state.gov/secretary/former/powell/remarks/2003/17300.htm, last visited March
21, 2008.


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































